
 

 

 

 
 
 
Minutes of the Annual Meeting to the Village held on Tuesday 9th May 2017 at 7.30pm in the Pavilion 
 

 
Present: Mr S Axtell (Chairman), Mrs D Campion (Vice-Chairman), Mr D Tomkins, Mr M 

Rutherford, Mr G Waring, Ms S White, Ms A Kelcey 
  Mrs J Brushwood (Clerk) 
Ward Councillors:  Cllr P Geary 
Apologies:  Mr A Tourle, Cllr D Hosking and Cllr K McLean 
 
1. The Mr Tomkins welcomed those present, apologies for absence were noted from Mr Tourle, Cllr D 
Hosking and Cllr K McLean. 
 
2. The Minutes of the Meeting to the Village of 2016 were approved. 
 
3. Chairman’s Report – Mr Tomkins acting as chairman for the last time before Mr Axtell takes the role 
introduced the councillors and thanked them for the support and hard work, all make a positive and voluntary 
contribution to the community.  
Planning has been the biggest issue, while we are content to see small developments in the village in keeping 
with our size, we are not happy about larger developments.  
Steve, Mick and Jay are creating a Neighbourhood Plan, assistance is required as it is a massive task. 
The Community Payback team continue to assist us in keeping the village tidy. I would like to thank Steve Tunn 
and Ralph Hipkin for volunteering to litter pick. The more who do the better the village looks. The Parish 
Council organised  a litter picking session which was disappointingly supported but those who did attend found 
it worthwhile and productive. 
We are looking into the idea of “Parish Guardians” who could help keep an eye open for litter, broken street 
lights etc, we can’t be everywhere in the village and can only report on something we are aware of. Please see 
Jane if you are interested in this. 
With MKC funding being cut back we have to look at ways of dealing with tasks they would normally complete. 
We were spending £1,000 per month on grass cutting contractors to tackle our own areas of grass, we have 
now bought our own equipment to do this and MKC land. Martin who retired from Olney TC has joined us to 
look after our green spaces and I’m sure you have already noticed an improvement. He is away for 2 weeks 
now so you will see the grass back to the condition it was in this time last year. 
We have secured a grant from Tesco to purchase the outdoor gym equipment that will be arriving imminently. 
We have also purchased more planters courtesy of a grant we were fortunate to receive from our ward 
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councillors for which we are most grateful, also for the sterling work they do on our behalf, much of which 
goes unheralded but we thank you very much Peter, Dave and Keith. 
 
Ward Councillors Report – the planning application at Castle Road/The Glebe is up at DCC recommended for 
approval, as MKC has it’s 5 year land supply and this falls into open countryside, refusal should apply. The 95 
house application on Olney Road may be up in July or September and we hope it will be recommended for 
refusal. There is no news on the 9 house application at New Row. The Neighbourhood Plan is particularly 
important at this time although Plan:MK dictates what and where, it looks like Olney and other villages will 
not become 10,000 house settlements. The Oxford to Cambridge expressway has been approved running from 
Buckingham to Junction 13 on the M1 so it would be sensible to expand around that arterial route. A 
Neighbourhood Plan that is robust will decide what a village needs will be considered. 
The final report came back from the inspector that found the minerals plan to be sound. Planning Applications 
will still need to be approved but if it is adopted it is unlikely to be refused. It could be another 5 years before 
this happens, there is nothing about stone extraction. 
The Waste Strategy includes an annual charge of £33 for green bin collection from September. A potential 
closure of Newport Pagnell waste site and one annual delivery of pink sack then applying on line for further 
supplies, this will lead to fly tipping so WC’s will declare a vote of no confidence. 
 
Police Report – unfortunately, the police were unable to attend (although they did after the meeting finished), 
Cllr Geary informed us that there were changes to policing in rural areas. New team strategy is 6 PCSO’s and 
1 constable, our PC will not be drawn to other areas. If the new system doesn’t work the WC’s will request 
changes. The PC is responsible for 23 villages over 200m2, mounted police will still come to this area.  
The PC alert is very worthwhile to sign up to, giving updates. 
The Neighbourhood Watch is to be invigorated and is a very good way for people to look after each other. 
 
 
A copy of the year’s finances were available. 
 
MKC has not kept the culvert at Soames Close clear, Heather Baker from MKC has made notes and will look 
into it. 
 
The white van with the flat tyre on Olney Road was discussed. 
 
It was noted that the house being renovated next to the garage is looking very good. 
 
As there were no further questions, the Chairman invited everyone to stay and have refreshments. 
 
 
The meeting closed and refreshments were served 
 
 
Signed:…………………………………………….Chairman 
 
 
Dated:…………………………………2018 
 
 


